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In 1998, Mossberg designed, built and marketed a new 590 shotgun under its Shockwave brand
name for the AR-15 platform, in direct competition with the Ruger Super Redhawk. Although

designed for use in the same AR-15 platform, the Shockwave and Super Redhawk use different
triggers and are otherwise quite different in appearance and function. The 590 is a shortened (19.5
inch overall length) version of the earlier 545 model, which itself is essentially a 545 with a slightly

higher receiver. 18 Because the Shockwave is made in a slightly different manner than the standard
545, it is considered a new model by Mossberg and is not a re-engineering of the 545, thus it lacks
the five year warranty that the 545 model is covered under. 19 The 590 Shockwave is identical to

the 590 Classic, except for a redesigned stock and magazine release button that makes the 590 into
a pull-through configuration, and has been offered with a black synthetic or laminated birch stock.

148 Both the 590 Classic and Shockwave series were manufactured at the Mossberg factory in
Stewart, New York. 149 Mossberg Shockwave 590 shotguns are a common object in police

investigations related to local gang and gang-related violence in parts of New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Virginia and Florida. 150 Recently, two police departments in northern
California reported seizing five Mossberg Shockwave 590s. One of the five was found with an altered
serial number. 151 We reached out to Mossberg for an explanation of how the 590 shotgun qualifies
for NFA status under the short-barreled shotgun definition. Mossberg responded with the following
statement: “Mossberg and our dealers are well aware of the NFA rules for handguns, but given the
increasing number of unauthorized unlicensed importers and manufacturers of NFA firearms and
armor-piercing ammunition, Mossberg has developed a special, new arrangement with the ATF.

Mossberg’s Shockwave line of tactical shotguns are exempt from the NFA under this arrangement.”
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That the feds didn’t know whether the expanding gun industry could be made safe is more than just
an example of complacency but a case study in how the federal government benefits from the

private sector, then tries to regulate it. By not bothering to regulate, the feds rely on their financial
help and contributions to the Democratic party to become a permanent force in Washington. 87 In

the same way that an industry with no federal regulations will avoid the expensive task of funding a
federally mandated safety and quality control program, the enforcement of gun laws is left to the
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state and local level. 88 This industry supported the Clinton administration’s expansion of the gun
industry and gun-making was initially a fast-growing market after the buyback program. 89 It is clear

that Congress’ desire was to expand gun regulation, not simply to have federal law enforce gun
safety by regulating access to weapons. For example, Congress never considered how many NFA-
compliant silencers or machine guns were purchased each year and used for lawful purposes. 335

Given the fundamental failure of the NFA and other laws governing firearms, Congress should revisit
the National Firearms Act and ensure that the agency can properly enforce the provisions of the law
that are designed to prevent guns from falling into the wrong hands. In 2016, a rider was added to

prevent the federal government from using appropriated funds to pay for law enforcement
assistance for state and local law enforcement agencies. This was enacted as a result of a
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