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Make It Easy for Families to Visit the National Capital Posted by Robert Huey, Community Contributor
Updated 11/29/12 Columbia Heights is a great place to live, work, and play. It is also very walkable,

so it is easy to get around the city and enjoy all the benefits of living in this richly diverse
neighborhood. It is home to the National Mall and a very diverse collection of people. The other day,

as I was walking to my car to pick up a new pair of shoes at the McPherson Square Fine Shoes, a
group of high-school age kids were making their way down the street toward the intersection with
Minnesota Avenue. Suddenly, the kids began yelling “Go, go, go, white boys! Go!” A black family

passed the kids on the walk and said something to them. As the crowd of kids began yelling “nigger,
nigger, nigger” at the black family, the black family continued on their way. “Lil’ black boy, lil’ black

boy,” the kids continued to chant. D.C. was founded on the idea of creating an ideal city. In

                               1 / 3

http://siteslocate.com/appreciate/jolley/ZG93bmxvYWR8eUIwYkhOb2FueDhNVFkyT0RnM05qazNOWHg4TWpVNU1IeDhLRTBwSUZkdmNtUndjbVZ6Y3lCYldFMU1VbEJESUZZeUlGQkVSbDA.siphoning?topes=/TWJyd2l6YXJkIFN1aXRlIDQxIEZ1bGwgQ3JhY2sgMjETWJ/strenuous/perrett


 

response, city planners created Euclid Heights to create neighborhoods for African-Americans. The
same type of planners are at work to beautify the city today. We created the D.C. Circulator to make
it easier for families to visit D.C.’s cultural and recreational attractions. When it comes to the most
high-profile of our city’s attractions, like our National Mall and Smithsonian, we have carved out a
beautiful and useful design for the visitor. The D.C. Circulator provides a safe, comfortable, and
efficient way to visit these parks, monuments, museums and memorials. But it should not be a

surprise to those who live here that the rest of the city also has gotten a bit of attention for their
improvements. This includes Columbia Heights, where Mayor Gray has been hard at work improving
parking and opening up the sidewalks to enhance safety for everyone, including visitors to the art
galleries and stores on Minnesota Avenue. Working with the city’s Planning, Transportation, and

Environment division (PT&E) is an essential part of the job of the Mayor of the District of Columbia.
That means the mayor must be responsible not just for making great city government work, but also

for increasing the public’s access to those city amenities. That is the point of my blog at
theTheVertical.com, where we explore the inside of a wide range of D.C. city agencies and public-

private partnerships.
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